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Preface 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FLAGs (Fisheries Local Action Groups) are a Community Led Local Development initiative for fisheries 

and aquaculture dependent communities, unŘŜǊ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ {ŜŀŦƻƻŘ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ нлмп-

2020 and funded through the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund. The FLAG South West area 

comprises the coastal zone of County Kerry and the coastal Zone of County Limerick bordering the 

Shannon Estuary.  We are focused on promoting innovative approaches to create growth and jobs in 

these coastal areas, with a particular emphasis on adding value to fishery and aquaculture products 

and diversifying the local economy towards new economic activities, in particular those offered by 

ΨōƭǳŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ 

  

¢ƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ C[!D {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŜǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

social sustainability of fisheries and aquaculture areas, and to maintain and improve their employment 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎΦ C[!D {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŜǎǘΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅ 

and aquaculture sectors to become drivers of the sustainable development of their areas through 

development and implementation of their Local Development Strategy. We see the vision and 

foresight demonstrated by the people of Cromane in developing their Socio Economic Plan as a hugely 

positive towards determining their own future and we are proud to support it.  

 
Dr Vera OõDonovan 
FLAG (Fisheries Local Action Group) Coordinator, South West, 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) 
 
 

Beannú na mBád ς Annual Blessing of the Boats 

 
©Dave Rolt 
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Foreword  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When Cromane Community Council agreed to develop a community plan, we were motivated and 

driven by the need to provide an agreed way forward ς a shared vision of the community, and where 

ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

There has been much change in the community over the past twenty years. The development of this 

plan has allowed for reflection on this change but has also given time to consider the opportunities 

and potential as Cromane moves forward. 

Sense of Place is important here. People like living in the community, and it is a beautiful place. This 

planning process gave an opportunity to consider matters including economic development, 

employment, infrastructure, social activities, environmental awareness, and the needs of both 

younger and older members of the community. 

A good plan is a guide, which gives shape and direction to a community. Having a plan creates an 

opportunity for agencies and public sector bodies to work together with the community to improve 

outcomes for people living in Cromane. 

Many people have been involved in the development of the plan. This participation has been essential, 

as local ownership is the cornerstone of this plan. Residents from all areas of the community, including 

our younger members, engaged in the discussion abƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ 

economic development priorities. This participation made the work worthwhile and added value to 

the plan. 

The outcome of the plan, what is achieved and the impact on the quality of life of people living in 

Cromane are what is important. Actions have been identified and, as a community, we need to focus 

on achieving a small number of these strategic priorities at any one time. Additional community and 

voluntary effort will be required in cooperation with the Local Authority, BIM and other agencies to 

complete these actions. 

As Chair of the Socio-Economic Planning Sub-Group of Cromane Community Council, I wish to thank 

the members of Cromane Community Council for their cooperation and the members of the planning 

group for their dedication and hard work. I would also like to thank BIM, especially Ms Vera 

hΩ5ƻƴƻǾŀƴΣ ŦƻǊ ƎǳƛŘing us through the FLAG process. I wish to acknowledge the cooperation and 

valuable assistance of Kerry County Council, of South Kerry Development Partnership and of Fáilte 

Ireland, who kindly commented on our strategic actions. Dr Hrishi Balall of Geodesign is to be 

commended on the excellent local planning workshop, which he facilitated. 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ aǊ tŀǳƭ hΩwŀǿΣ 5Ǌ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴ hΩYŜŜŦŦŜ ŀƴŘ aǊ WŀƳƛŜ 5ƻƴƴŜƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

professional and thorough working methods and also their approachable manner, which made 

everyone feel at ease. 

Liam Hayes 
Cromane Community Council 
February 2018 
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The Changing Role of Cromane Community Council 

Cromane Community Council has traditionally overseen the management of the community hall and 

physical enhancement works in key areas of the community. In taking on the lead role in implementing 

this development plan, the community council is implicitly expanding its role and responsibilities. For 

example, coordination of local development, liaison with agencies, greater communications within 

the community. 

The mandate for this expanded role comes from the ideas, the energy and the high level of community 

participation in the various stages of the planning and consultation process. This process brought 

about a greater level of interest in the development of the community and a higher level of 

expectations of results. 

The Community Council is now the lead organisation for the development plan; however, it cannot 

effectively implement the plan without tapping into the renewed energy and interest in the 

community in the development of Cromane.  

The actions table proposes the establishment of a number of sub-groups focussing on particular tasks. 

Establishing these sub-groups will give people the opportunity to get involved, thus sharing the 

workload. The work of these groups will need to be coordinated by the Community Council.  

The Community Council may need to revise its current arrangements and constitution to allow for this 

expanded role, for greater levels of community involvement and effective communications. 

 

Paul OõRaw 
Project Facilitator 

February 2018 

 

Community Consultation ς Geodesign Workshop, October 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
©Dave Rolt  
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1. Introduction 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Community Planning 

Communities are becoming more involved in planning for their areas. It makes sense. Traditionally 

agencies have tended to prepare and implement development plans but without the vital ingredient 

of local involvement. There is a growing awareness of the need to enable communities to be key 

players in the preparation of local plans. Without a plan, a community is likely to be unprepared for 

opportunities when they arise. Without a plan, a community tends to lack coordination and common 

vision. With an agreed plan and a shared vision a community is in a much stronger position to secure 

funding and other resources to enable it achieve its objectives, and to influence the development 

plans of agencies 

Communities with agreed, coherent plans tend to draw down more resources and supports to realise 

their plans. This socio-economic plan was prepared by working closely with Cromane Community 

Council ς and in particular with the Socio-Economic Planning sub-group.  Community leadership was 

core to the project, as it ensured a high level of community participation, and provided guidance and 

assistance to the facilitators throughout the project.  

The process utilised in preparing this socio-economic plan for Cromane was more than consultation ς 

it was a process that facilitated the community to identify their priorities, and to develop solutions, to 

meet the needs they identified.  The method used involved a series of four community consultation 

and planning events, facilitated discussions on the area profile and on the Rural Vibrancy Survey.  

Presenting the community with data, evidence and pointers enabled people to further clarify the 

priority needs and strategic actions.  This plan sets out in detail the various stages of the process, the 

baseline socio-economic profile, the analysis of the survey results, the themes and issues emerging 

from the community discussions, and the maps developed by local people at a specially-convened 

Geo-Design workshop.  

A large amount of feedback and evidence was gathered over the course of the project, and a 

substantial amount of needs, visions and ideas were recorded. The strategic development section 

represents the recommendations that emerged from the various strands of the consultation process. 

The facilitators have striven to produce a realistic and achievable set of actions, representing the 

priorities, hopes and desires, as articulated of the community.  

The timing of this socio-economic plan is significant.  Kerry County Council is preparing an Area Plan 

for the South and West Municipal District, as the successor to the current Killorglin Local Area Plan.  

The government recently launched the Project Ireland 2040 - National Planning Framework and the 

National Development Plan 2018τ2027.  These provide the framework and identify the funding 

streams through which infrastructure and services, throughout Ireland, will be shaped over the 

coming years.  The content of this socio-economic plan for Cromane takes cognisance of the 

opportunities presented by these.  Indeed, the orientation and content of the strategic actions 

presented here ensure that Cromane is well positioned to give local effect to county and national 

priorities and to contribute to sustainable growth and development. 
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2. Geographic & Historical Context 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Cromane occupies a very distinctive location in Kerry.  The dominant feature on the landscape is the 

Cromane Peninsula, which protrudes northwards from the Iveragh Peninsula into Castlemaine 

Harbour.  The peninsula itself is, in geomorphological terms, a large ridge.  Other land protrusions to 

the west of Cromane, namely Inch and Rossbeigh are, in contrast to Cromane, now dominated by sand 

dunes and are uninhabited.  Devoy (2009: 34-35)1 describes how, at the end of the last ice-age, as the 

ƎƭŀŎƛŜǊǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪ ŘŜōǊƛǎ ǿŀǎ άǊŜǿƻǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƻōōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊ ōŜŀŎƘέ 

at Cromane, which, together with Inch and Rossbeigh, divides Dingle Bay to form the quieter water 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀǊōƻǳǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ IŀǊōƻǳǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊōƻŘȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ YŜǊǊȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 

rivers flow.  The River Laune, which drains the Lakes of Killarney, enters the Harbour at Ballykissane, 

approximately 2km north of Killorglin.  The Mouth of the River Maine is just west of Castlemaine / 

Milltown, and this represents the boundary between the Iveragh and Corca Dhuibhne Peninsulas.  The 

River Caragh enters the Harbour at Dooks, and this represents the western extent of Cromane.  Its 

location as an inlet of a long ria (Dingle Bay) and the protection afforded by Cromane, Inch and 

Rossbeigh contribute to Castlemaine Harbour having relatively shallow waters and being noticeably 

tidal.  The tidal range varies between 0.1m and 4.8m during spring and neap tides respectively.  These 

hydrological features combine to create favourable conditions for the growth ς natural and farmed ς 

of oysters and mussels.  Consequently, aquaculture is a very significant economic activity in Cromane, 

and it features large in this plan.  An information board adjacent to Cromane Beach records that: 

 

ά¢ƘŜ aǳǎǎŜƭ CƛǎƘŜǊȅ ό/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀǊōƻǳǊύ hǊŘŜǊ мфтф ƎŀǾŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾe rights to the local 

cooperative (Castlemaine Harbour Fisheries Cooperative Society Ltd.) over extensive mussel 

beds within the harbour for control and management.  Aquaculture activity outside the area 

of the Mussel Order has also developed with the licencing of aquaculture sites.  Oyster 

ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŎƭŀƳ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 

Unlike in other parts of Iveragh, the coastline of Cromane is mainly soft, and while the sea arrived at 

the present coastline about 2,500 years ago, the development of peatlands since then and the gradual 

trapping of river-borne sediments in Castlemaine Harbour give us a present-day landscape in which 

ƭƻǿƭŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŀƳǇ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƘƻǊŜΦ  /ǊƻƳŀƴŜΩǎ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ƛǘǎ ƭƻǿ-lying nature and long 

coastline imply continuous interaction between land and sea. At times, the sea has inundated the land 

ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ  /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΩǎ ŜƴŎǊƻŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ 

low-lying lands to the east and south of Cromane Peninsula.  Arresting this encroachment and 

protecting the land from the future erosion are important development priorities for Cromane, and 

this plan identifies the locations where coastal defences are required.  The damage done by the 2014 

storms, particularly at Rossbeigh, underscores the urgency of providing coastal defences. 

 

/ǊƻƳŀƴŜΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƛǘǎ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǎƻƛƭǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǘŜǊƧŀŎƪ ǘƻŀŘ 

ς the only toad species found in Ireland.  As McCarthy (2009: 50)2 notes, the natterjacks are extremely 

rare in Ireland, and are mainly confined to the Iveragh and Dingle Peninsulas.  She states that they, 

άŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ YŜǊǊȅ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ǳǎƛǘŀƴƛŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǳƴŀΦέ  ¢ƘŜ 

                                                           
1 5ŜǾƻȅΣ wΦ όнллфύ ΨLǾŜŀƎƘΩǎ /ƻŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΩ ƛƴ /ǊƻǿƭŜȅΦ WΦ ŀƴŘ {ƘŜŜƘŀƴΣ W ό9ŘǎΦύ The Iveragh Peninsula ς A Cultural 
Atlas of The Ring of Kerry.  Cork University Press. 
2 aŎ/ŀǊǘƘȅΣ aΦ όнллфύ ΨaŀƴΣ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ LǾŜǊŀƎƘΩ ƛƴ /ǊƻǿƭŜȅΦ WΦ ŀƴŘ {ƘŜŜƘŀƴΣ W ό9ŘǎΦύ The Iveragh 
Peninsula ς A Cultural Atlas of The Ring of Kerry.  Cork University Press. 



3 
 

natterjack is regarded with affection in Cromane and is the symbol of the nearby Dooks Golf Course.  

hǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ /ǊƻƳŀƴŜΩǎ ŦƭƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀǳƴŀ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ όMymphaea alba) and Yellow 

Water Lilies (Nurphar lutea), found in Lough Yganavan and the other local eutrophic lakes.  The rock 

ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǾŜƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ /ǊƻƳŀƴŜΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎŜŀǎƘƻǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

Red Goosefoot (Chenopodium rubrum), Sea Beet (Beta maritima) and Seablite (Suaeda maitima).  

 

Landscapes and landforms are increasingly valued because of the economic dividends that can accrue 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳΦ  CƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ мрл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ YƛƭƭŀǊƴŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ΨƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅΤΩ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊǘȅ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΦ  LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

over 3,000 people employed in tourism-related activities in County Kerry.  The 176km Ring of Kerry 

that runs along the Iveragh coast passes just south of Cromane.  While there are iconic attractions and 

ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎΣ άŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ that Killarney continues to serve as a base 

ŦƻǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎ ƻŦ YŜǊǊȅΧ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 

merely involve expanding the numbers touring the Ring of Kerry, but rather expanding the amount of 

time people ǎǇŜƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎέ όIƻǊƎŀƴΣ нллфΥ нфлύ3  The recent successes associated with the Wild 

Atlantic Way, as promoted by Fáilte Ireland, have added to the impetus in Cromane to develop tourism 

facilities locally.  The Kerry Way traverses the uplands south of Cromane and is continually growing in 

popularity.  There is also a sense of anticipation locally with respect to the Greenway that is due to 

connect Glenbeigh with Renard.  Cromane Beach, Lough Yganavan and coastal walks feature strongly 

in this plan, and these natural resources are viewed by the community as strategic assets in generating 

tourism activities, while also enhancing quality of life ς through recreational and sporting activities.   

 

Cromane has a dispersed settlement pattern, and, since the mid-nineteenth century, its population 

density has been above the average for rural County Kerry.  During the nineteenth century, many 

areas of Ireland, particularly those with soft coastlines, Cromane included, came under the influence 

of formal land-reclamation schemes and building projects (Devoy, 2009).  Low earth and stone 

embankments were built, and the new land used for tillage.  These works contributed to an increase 

ƛƴ /ǊƻƳŀƴŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŦŜǳŘŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƴŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŀǎ ŜǾƛŎǘŜŘ 

and destitute families, too poor to emigrate, moved to Cromane and sought to eke out an existence 

along its shores.  In-ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ /ǊƻƳŀƴŜΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ 

ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  /ǊƻƳŀƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ.ǊŜŀŎ-GhaeltachtΩ ƛƴ мфнсΣ ŀ 

status that has since been revoked. 

 

History, economics and politics have therefore combined to give Cromane its extensive linear 

settlement pattern and dense network of roads.  The property boom / bubble of the 2000s, which was 

fuelled by cheap credit, brought about an increase in the demand for holiday homes, and Cromane, 

like many scenic coastal communities was targeted by those looking for a rural retreat.  The so-called 

Ψ/ŜƭǘƛŎ ¢ƛƎŜǊΩ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀǿ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊǎ ŦŜǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƎƻƭŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ 5ƻƻƪǎ DƻƭŦ /ƭǳb.  Thus, while Cromane, and indeed 

many other parts of Kerry, increasingly became a playground for the rich, there have been few tangible 

or lasting benefits to the local community.  In his analysis of the built environment in Cromane, 

hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ όнлмсΥ 197)4 ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎΣ ά5ƻǿƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ /ǊƻƳŀƴŜ tƻƛƴǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

gables to the prevailing wind in traditional fashion.  Some recent holiday house development has 

spoiled the area somewhat.  Vernacular buildings used to be a natural expression of local stonework 

                                                           
3 IƻǊƎŀƴΣ 5Φ όнллфύ Ψ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎΥ tŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘΩ ƛƴ /rowley. J. and Sheehan, J (Eds.) The Iveragh Peninsula ς A 
Cultural Atlas of The Ring of Kerry.  Cork University Press. 
4 hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ ¢Φ όнлмсύ The Kerry Coast ς seascapes, social, legends, lore. 
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ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ  [ƻǿŜǊ /ǊƻƳŀƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǳǇ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ 

experiences of economic and social change over recent decades have made local people determined 

to take a very considered and long-term approach to the built environment.  As the results of the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾƛōǊŀƴŎȅ ǎǘǳŘȅ όǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴύ ǎƘƻǿΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ 

regarding the appropriateness of some buildings.  As the same time however, the nature of the local 

economy and its potential development imply a need for new housing.  Indeed, Kerry County Council 

has noted the demand for housing (as stated in page 115 of the Killorglin Local Area Plan).  Thus, this 

community-led plan puts forward proposals that balance this need with the safeguarding of 

/ǊƻƳŀƴŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 

 

Respect for natural resources is integral to planning and progress in Cromane, particularly given the 

importance of a high quality natural environment to the marine and tourism sectors among others.  

!ǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǊǇŀǊƪΣ ά/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀǊōƻǳǊ ƛǎ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ 

ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ȊƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  ¢ƘŜ 

following map, produced by Kerry County Council, denotes the specially-protected areas in Cromane. 

The designated areas (as indicated by the embossed shading) include Castlemaine Harbour, local lakes 

and the Mouth of the Caragh River5. 

 

Fig. 2.1: Special Area of Conservation and Specially-Protected Areas in the Cromane Area. 

 
 

This Community Plan represents the fruits of the work done by the people of Cromane.  It is a 

community-led plan that is designed to complement and add value to the plans of public and statutory 

ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ  YŜǊǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩs plan for the area, known as the Killorglin Local Area Plan (2010-2016) 

is due for renewal.  Therefore, this community-led plan brings a strong evidence-base and a set of 

informed and locally-designed strategies into the public domain, which in the spirit of citizen 

                                                           
5 Section 5 of the Killorglin Local Area Plan, prepared by YŜǊǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά! 5ǊŀŦǘ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǊŜŀ tƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
accompanying Environmental and Habitats Directive Assessment Reports were prepared for the Killorglin Functional Area in 
February 2010. Following a public consultation process and consideration of the subsequent ManagerΩs Report, by the 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ΨtǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ IŀōƛǘŀǘǎΩ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘǎΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧurther public 
consultation exercise and consideration of the subsequent Managers Report, by the members, the final Killorglin Functional 
Area Local Area Plan 2010-2016 was adopted on the 19th of July 2010. 
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consultation, ought to inform the work of the local authority, among others.  Kerry County Council is 

responsible for land-ǳǎŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ /ǊƻƳŀƴŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

responsibilities in that respect.  As the following map, taken from the Killorglin Local Area Plan, shows 

Dooks (at the mouth of the Caragh River) is the only part of Cromane that has been designated as 

ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅΦΩ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ has also been conferred on Caragh Lake. 

 

Fig. 2.2: Rural Zoning Map of the Killorglin Local Area, as designated by Kerry County Council, 2010.

 
 

The Local Area Plan (LAP) focuses primarily on Cromane Village, and the Council notes that the village 

core has been weakened by the loss of services and the closure of commercial outlets.  The LAP (page 

115) states that, άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǎŀŦŜ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ 

ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǳǊōŀƴ ŦƻǊƳΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ƻǾŜǊ 

2017, echoed this view, as residents emphasised the importance of connecting local amenities, in the 

interest of child development, quality of life, public health and the environment.  The LAP also 

identifies specific road improvement projects, and it is anticipated locally that as these dovetail with 

the community-led plan (2017), there will be renewed impetus in delivering them.   

 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǊŜŀ tƭŀƴ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ǊƻƳŀƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

delimiting factor.  When the LAP was compiled (in 2010), Kerry County Council was in charge of water 

services.  However, this function has since been subsumed by Irish Water, thus transferring from Kerry 

to Dublin, decision-making functions in respect of a facility that is integral to CroƳŀƴŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

development and the integrity of its natural environment. 

 

²ƘƛƭŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ [!tΩǎ 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴ άŀ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀinable village 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜέ όǇŀƎŜ ммсύΦ  YŜǊǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

appropriate reuse and restoration of unused and derelict buildings.  The Council also states (page 118) 
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that its objective is to encourage άƳƛȄ ǳǎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƭŀƴŘ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƳŀǇΩ 

produced by Kerry County Council in the Killorglin LAP: 

 

Fig. 2.3: Land Zoning Map for Cromane, as presented in the Killorglin LAP (Kerry County Council),  
2010 ς 2016. 

 
 

As Kerry County Council comes to renew its Killorglin Local Area Plan in order to provide a framework 

for development in Cromane and the adjoining communities for the period 2017 ς 2024, it is hoped 

that the contents and vision of this community-led plan will inform and inspire the Council and other 

ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ /ǊƻƳŀƴŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ 

features.  These features make Cromane the place it is today, and the community envisages that 

through safeguarding and valorising them, they will promote sustainable local development. 
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